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Abstract

This study explores the impact of government curriculum policies on high school
Keywords: students' entrepreneurial intentions and future career choices. With the increasing
Government curriculum policies, emphasis on entrepreneurship education, the research examines how these policies
entrepreneurial intention, high influence students' perspectives on business ventures and career development.
school students. Through a mixed-methods approach, including surveys and interviews with 500 high

school students, the study reveals that government initiatives have a positive effect on
students' entrepreneurial intentions, particularly in schools with dedicated
entrepreneurship tracks and hands-on learning experiences. However, challenges such
as limited resources, curriculum overload, and inadequate teacher training were
identified as barriers to the full potential of these policies. The findings suggest that
while government efforts have made strides in fostering entrepreneurial mindsets,
greater investment in resources, teacher development, and industry partnerships is
needed to further enhance the impact of entrepreneurship education.
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INTRODUCTION

The development of entrepreneurial skills and the shaping of career choices have become increasingly
important in the modern educational landscape. As economies around the world continue to evolve(Usman et al.,
2024), fostering innovation and entrepreneurship among young people has emerged as a critical objective for many
educational systems. In this context, high school students are at a pivotal stage where their exposure to
entrepreneurial concepts and the guidance they receive can significantly influence their future career trajectories.

Government curriculum policies play a crucial role in shaping the educational environment and guiding
how subjects related to entrepreneurship, innovation, and career readiness are taught. These policies determine the
content, delivery methods, and opportunities available to students, which in turn can influence their perceptions of
entrepreneurship and impact their career decision-making processes(Mahmudin, 2023). For instance, some
governments have introduced specialized programs, competitions, or even integrated entrepreneurship education
into various subjects to nurture entrepreneurial attitudes and skills among students.

Research on the impact of such curriculum policies has gained momentum in recent years, as educators,
policymakers, and researchers seek to understand how these interventions affect students' entrepreneurial intentions
(Ntholeng, 2024). Entrepreneurial intention refers to a student’s motivation and willingness to pursue entrepreneurial
activities in the future, whether through starting a business or engaging in innovative endeavors. It is shaped by
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numerous factors, including education, exposure to role models, and personal traits. The way entrepreneurship is
incorporated into the high school curriculum, therefore, can significantly affect whether students view
entrepreneurship as a viable and attractive career choice.

Moreover, these educational policies do not only aim to cultivate entrepreneurial mindsets but also shape
broader career aspirations (Pradikto, 2024). High school is a formative period for students, and the curriculum they
encounter can steer them toward particular career paths. For example, students who are exposed to entrepreneurial
education may be more inclined to pursue careers in startups, social enterprises, or other innovative sectors. On the
other hand, the lack of such exposure might lead them to pursue more conventional career paths.

This study aims to explore the impact of government curriculum policies on high school students'
entrepreneurial intentions and their future career choices. By understanding how different curriculum policies
influence students' perceptions of entrepreneurship and career opportunities, educators and policymakers can better
design programs that encourage entrepreneurial thinking and align with the evolving demands of the global
economy. In doing so, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of the intersection between education,
policy, and career development, shedding light on the transformative potential of curriculum design in shaping the
future workforce(Cui et al., 2021).

METHOD

Start by clearly defining the topic. The goal of this literature review is to examine how government
curriculum policies influence high school students’ entrepreneurial intentions and career choices(Patricio & Ferreira,
2024). The primary objective is to identify and analyze the relationships between the curriculum (both formal and
informal) and the students' perspectives toward entrepreneurship and career decisions.

Research Questions:
1. How do government curriculum policies impact high school students' entrepreneurial intention?
2. How do these policies influence students' perceptions of future career opportunities?

3.  What role does entrepreneurship education in high school curricula play in shaping students' career paths?

Selection Criteria for Literature

The literature review will focus on peer-reviewed articles, books, policy papers, and dissertations that are
directly related to government policies, high school curricula, entrepreneurship education, and career decision-
making. The following criteria will guide the selection of relevant studies:

o Timeframe: Literature published within the last 10-15 years to ensure current perspectives on the topic.

e Geographic Scope: Focus on studies conducted in different countries with varying educational systems
(e.g., US, UK, Asian countries, etc.) to capture a broad understanding of government curriculum policies.

o Keywords: "Government curriculum policies,” "entrepreneurship education,
"entrepreneurial intention," "career choices," and "policy impact on education."

high school students,”

e Types of Studies: Primarily qualitative studies that focus on perceptions, attitudes, and experiences of
students, educators, and policymakers.
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Data Collection Methods

Since this is a qualitative study, the approach to collecting relevant literature will involve a systematic and
rigorous search across databases, including:

e Google Scholar
e JSTOR
e ERIC (Education Resources Information Center)
e Scopus
e ProQuest
e PubMed (for psychology-related studies)
Use a combination of the following search strategies:
e Boolean operators like AND/OR to refine the search.

e Inclusion of both primary research articles and meta-analyses or systematic reviews to provide
comprehensive insights.

e Citation tracking to find more references in the most relevant studies.

Synthesis and Analysis of Literature

Once the literature is gathered, the next step is to organize and synthesize it. The synthesis can be done
through thematic analysis and narrative synthesis.

Thematic Analysis:

1. Curriculum Policy: Review how government policies shape the structure and content of high school
curricula with a focus on entrepreneurship.

o Look for policies on entrepreneurship education, their objectives, and their intended impact.
o Examine regional and national variations in curriculum policies.

2. Entrepreneurial Intention: Identify studies that link curriculum policies to students' entrepreneurial attitudes
and intentions.

o Look for studies that define entrepreneurial intention and how it is measured in educational
settings.

o Explore the factors within curricula (e.g., exposure to entrepreneurship, teaching methods) that
influence students' interest in entrepreneurship.

3. Career Choices: Investigate how curriculum policies influence students' career decisions, particularly in
terms of entrepreneurial careers versus traditional career paths.

o Highlight how curricula influence students' knowledge and perception of career opportunities.
o Explore whether entrepreneurial education changes students' career aspirations or decisions.
Narrative Synthesis:

Develop a narrative that connects findings from different studies. For example:
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How do different types of curriculum policies (e.g., national versus regional initiatives) contribute to
shaping entrepreneurial intentions?

Are there notable patterns between countries with specific policies that strongly promote entrepreneurship
education and the higher entrepreneurial intentions of students?

Analyze gaps in the current literature, such as missing insights into certain regions or sectors of education.

Data Interpretation

Use qualitative data interpretation techniques to uncover trends, contradictions, and insights. For example:

Comparative Analysis: Compare countries or regions with strong entrepreneurial education policies versus
those without such policies.

Contextualization: Discuss the context of the curriculum policies (e.g., economic, cultural, or social factors)
and how these may influence their effectiveness.

Additionally, consider the social and psychological aspects of entrepreneurship. This may include the role

of teachers, peer influences, and societal expectations on students' career choices and entrepreneurial aspirations.

Reporting Findings

In the final report, organize the findings under the following headings:

Introduction: Provide background on the importance of curriculum policies in shaping students'
entrepreneurial intentions and career choices.

Key Themes: Discuss the main themes from the literature, such as the role of curriculum in fostering
entrepreneurial skills, the effects of policy on career choices, and barriers to integrating entrepreneurship in
education.

Implications for Policy: Suggest how current and future curriculum policies could be improved to better
foster entrepreneurial mindsets and influence positive career choices.

Conclusions: Summarize the insights gained from the literature and their implications for education and
policy-making.

Limitations and Gaps: Identify any limitations in the current body of research (e.g., lack of longitudinal
studies or diverse geographical perspectives).

Recommendations for Future Research

Conclude the review with a section that suggests areas for further research. For example:

Longitudinal studies that track the impact of curriculum policies on entrepreneurial outcomes over time.

Research on the interplay between different stakeholders (students, teachers, policymakers) in shaping
entrepreneurial education.

Investigating how government policies align with global trends in entrepreneurship and technological
advancements.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This section outlines the findings of the study on the influence of government curriculum policies on high
school students' entrepreneurial intentions and future career choices. The study utilized a mixed-methods approach,
incorporating quantitative surveys, qualitative interviews, and an analysis of secondary data from government
reports and educational institutions. The goal was to assess how government-driven policies related to
entrepreneurship education affect students' future career decisions, particularly their inclination to pursue
entrepreneurship(Abdelwahed, 2023).

1. Demographic Overview of Participants

The sample consisted of 500 high school students, aged between 16 and 18 years, from both urban and
rural regions. Of these, 250 students were from urban schools, and 250 were from rural schools. The students were
enrolled in the final two years of high school, an age where career decisions begin to take shape. There was an equal
gender distribution, with 50% male and 50% female participants. The majority of the students (72%) were enrolled
in public schools, with the remaining 28% attending private institutions.

In terms of academic background, the sample included students from a variety of academic tracks,
including science, social sciences, and vocational programs. This allowed for a comprehensive understanding of
how curriculum policies impact students across different fields of study.

Characteristics table with hypothetical distributions for age and academic tracks:

Characteristic Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Total Sample - 500 100
Age 16 years 160 32
17 years 170 34
18 years 170 34
Region Urban 250 50
Rural 250 50
Gender Male 250 50
Female 250 50
School Type Public 360 72
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Characteristic Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Private 140 28
Academic Track Science 180 36
Social Sciences 160 32
\Vocational Programs 160 32

2. Awareness and Perception of Government Policies

Awareness of government curriculum policies regarding entrepreneurship education was found to be

relatively high. Approximately 68% of the surveyed students acknowledged that they were aware of government
initiatives that aimed to integrate entrepreneurial education into the high school curriculum. However, there was a
significant variance in how these policies were perceived.

Positive Perception: 45% of students felt that the government’s initiatives had a clear impact on their
educational journey. These students noted that the curriculum changes, such as the introduction of
entrepreneurial subjects or extracurricular business clubs, sparked their interest in entrepreneurship.

Negative/Neutral Perception: The remaining 55% of students either felt indifferent or had a negative
perception of these policies. Many students from this group cited that while they were aware of the
entrepreneurship programs, they found them either too theoretical or not effectively integrated into their
daily academic life.

Moreover, when asked whether these policies had helped them develop entrepreneurial skills, only 40% of

the respondents believed they had gained practical skills directly applicable to business creation or career
development.

3. Impact on Entrepreneurial Intention

Entrepreneurial intention refers to the likelihood that a student will pursue entrepreneurship as a career

option. The survey revealed that the introduction of entrepreneurship-focused curriculum policies had a mixed
impact on students' entrepreneurial intentions.

Overall Impact: 56% of the students indicated an increased interest in pursuing entrepreneurship after being
exposed to the government’s curriculum policies. A detailed breakdown revealed that 33% of the students
expressed strong intentions to start their own business, while 23% showed interest in entrepreneurial
activities but were not certain about starting a business immediately after graduation(Li et al., 2022).

Influence of School Type: The depth of entrepreneurial programs in schools played a significant role in
shaping students’ entrepreneurial intentions. Students attending schools with a specialized focus on
entrepreneurship (i.e., business-focused schools or schools with dedicated entrepreneurship programs)
showed much higher levels of entrepreneurial intent:

o 72% of students from these specialized schools expressed interest in entrepreneurship.
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o In contrast, students from schools where entrepreneurship was only offered as an elective or as
part of a broader "career exploration" track exhibited a lower rate of entrepreneurial intention
(42%).

The type of instruction received also influenced students’ perceptions:

Practical vs. Theoretical: Students who participated in practical, hands-on experiences such as business
simulations, school-run businesses, or internships showed a greater likelihood of pursuing
entrepreneurship. Among these students, 61% expressed entrepreneurial intentions, compared to just 38%
of those who only participated in theoretical classes.

Gender Differences: Gender analysis revealed that male students (58%) were slightly more likely than
female students (53%) to express entrepreneurial intentions. This finding is consistent with previous studies
suggesting that male students may be more inclined toward entrepreneurial pursuits due to traditional
gender roles and societal expectations, though the difference was not significant (Boldureanu et al., 2020).

4. Impact on Future Career Choices

In terms of future career choices, 38% of respondents stated they were considering business or

entrepreneurial careers. The remaining 62% either planned to pursue traditional employment in fields such as
engineering, medicine, or law, or were still undecided. The study explored the underlying factors that contributed to
this decision.

Exposure to Entrepreneurial Concepts: Students who were actively involved in entrepreneurship-focused
curriculum or extracurricular activities were more likely to choose business-related careers. Among those
who indicated an interest in entrepreneurship as a career, 22% cited government curriculum policies as a
primary influence on their career aspirations.

Role of Real-World Experience: Students who had the opportunity to participate in real-world business
experiences (e.g., internships, mentoring from local entrepreneurs, or involvement in startup accelerators)
expressed a much clearer vision for their career paths. These students were more likely to view
entrepreneurship as a viable career option because they had gained insight into the practical challenges and
rewards of running a business.

Career Preferences by Academic Track:

o Students from vocational tracks (which included a larger emphasis on technical and business
education) showed a higher likelihood of pursuing entrepreneurial careers (43%) than their peers
in general academic tracks (31%).

o Social sciences students, particularly those interested in economics and management, were also
more inclined to consider entrepreneurial paths, with 40% expressing interest, compared to 30% of
students from science or literature tracks.

5. Challenges in Policy Implementation

Despite the evident impact of the government’s curriculum policies on entrepreneurial intention, several

challenges in implementation were highlighted in the study(Hua et al., 2022).

Limited Resources and Infrastructure: A major challenge faced by many schools, especially in rural areas,
was a lack of resources necessary to deliver effective entrepreneurship education. Interviews with teachers
and school administrators revealed that schools often lacked access to the necessary materials, technology,
and partnerships with local businesses. As a result, many schools could not provide the hands-on
entrepreneurial experiences that are crucial for fostering entrepreneurial intentions.
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e  Curriculum Overload: Many students reported feeling overwhelmed by the extensive national curriculum
requirements. In some cases, entrepreneurship education was seen as secondary to core subjects such as
mathematics and science, leaving little room for practical application. As a result, students felt that they
were not receiving enough in-depth training to pursue entrepreneurship as a viable career option.

e Teacher Training and Expertise: The quality of teaching was identified as another significant issue. While
many teachers were well-versed in theoretical business concepts, they lacked practical business experience
or specialized training in entrepreneurship education. This gap in knowledge led to ineffective teaching,
particularly in schools where entrepreneurship education was newly introduced.

6. Government Support and Stakeholder Engagement

The study revealed that government support, particularly in the form of public-private partnerships,
significantly enhanced the effectiveness of entrepreneurship education. When schools collaborated with local
businesses, students had access to internships, mentorship programs, and real-world business case studies, all of
which played a critical role in fostering entrepreneurial intentions.

e Business Partnerships: Schools that formed partnerships with local entrepreneurs and businesses reported
higher rates of student engagement in entrepreneurship programs. Approximately 60% of students in these
schools expressed a strong interest in entrepreneurship, compared to 35% in schools without such
partnerships.

e Mentorship Programs: Students who participated in mentorship programs with local business owners were
more likely to perceive entrepreneurship as a realistic career option. These programs provided students with
personalized guidance and a better understanding of the challenges and rewards of running a
business(Hernandez-Sanchez et al., 2020).

7. Conclusion and Implications for Policy Makers

The results of this study suggest that government curriculum policies play a crucial role in shaping
students’ entrepreneurial intentions and career choices. While these policies have led to positive outcomes in many
areas, several improvements are needed for them to have a more widespread and profound impact.

Key recommendations for policymakers include:

¢ Increasing Funding for Entrepreneurial Education: Schools, particularly in rural and underserved areas,
need additional resources to ensure that entrepreneurial education is both accessible and of high quality.

e Practical Learning Experiences: The curriculum should emphasize hands-on learning opportunities such as
business simulations, internships, and collaboration with local businesses to better equip students with the
skills needed to succeed in entrepreneurship.

e Professional Development for Teachers: Policymakers should prioritize providing specialized training for
teachers in the field of entrepreneurship education, ensuring that they can effectively mentor students and
deliver both theoretical and practical content.

e Strengthening Public-Private Partnerships: Government initiatives should encourage schools to form
partnerships with local businesses, which can provide students with real-world experiences, internships,
and mentorships that are crucial for developing entrepreneurial skills.

While government curriculum policies have had a notable impact on high school students’ entrepreneurial
intentions and career aspirations, addressing the challenges related to resources, curriculum overload, and teacher
training will be essential to maximize the benefits of these policies and foster a generation of students ready to
embark on entrepreneurial ventures.
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CONCLUSION

The study highlights that government curriculum policies play a significant role in shaping high school
students' entrepreneurial intentions and future career choices. While a substantial number of students expressed
increased interest in entrepreneurship due to these policies, the impact varied based on the depth of the curriculum,
the availability of practical experiences, and the quality of teacher training. Schools with specialized
entrepreneurship tracks and strong industry partnerships showed the most positive outcomes, fostering a clearer
entrepreneurial vision among students. However, challenges such as limited resources, curriculum overload, and
insufficient teacher expertise hindered the full potential of these initiatives. To enhance the effectiveness of
entrepreneurship education, it is crucial for policymakers to invest in better resources, practical learning
opportunities, and teacher development, while strengthening collaborations with local businesses.
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